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CONFIDENTIAL NASSAU 1046 

HELSINKI FOR AMBASSADOR RIDGEWAY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT BF 

SUB J : ELECTIONS: PLP WINS BIG 

REF: NASSAU 1003 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . THE INCUMBENT PLP WON A LANDSLIDE VICTORY IN YESTERDAY'S 
GENERAL ELECTION CAPTURING TWENTY-NINE SEATS OUT OF THIRTY- 
EIGHT AND IS PRESENTLY LEADING IN TWO OTHERS. THE OPPOSITION 
BDP TOOK FOUR SEATS AND LEADS IN ONE MORE AND THE FNM GAINED 
ONE SEAT AND LEADS IN ONE OTHER. NO INDEPENDENT 

CANDIDATE CAME CLOSE TO BEING ELECTED AND ONLY ONE SUCCEEDED 
IN OBTAINING MORE THAN ONE-SIXTH OF THE VOTE IN HIS CON- 
STITUENCY AND THEREBY NOT FORFEITING HIS DEPOSIT. THUS THE 
PLP HAS BETTERED ITS 1972 VICTORY WHEN IT WON TWENTY-NINE 
OF THE THIRTY-EIGHT SEATS AND HAS DONE CONSIDERABLY BETTER 
THAN THE PRIME MINISTER'S PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PREDICTIONS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NASSAU 01046 211648Z 

OF GAINING TWENTY-EIGHT SEATS. 

2. AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, ISSUES, PER SE,( PLAYED ONLY 

A MINOR ROLE IN THE CAMPAIGN AND IN OUR VIEW EXERTED LITTLE 
INFLUENCE IN THE VOTING. RATHER THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THE 
ELECTORATE EXPRESSED THEIR PREFERENCE FOR THE KNOWN RATHER 
THAN THE UNKNOWN. THEY CHOSE TO RENEW THE PLP S MANDATE 
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BECAUSE IT WAS THE FIRST AND ONLY POLITICAL PARTY WHICH HAS 
TOUCHED THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THEM PERSONALLY, AND WHICH 
DURING ITS TEN YEARS IN POWER HAS DONE SO MUCH TO IMPROVE 
THEIR OVERALL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STANDING. IT ALSO APPEARS 
THAT THE PLP’S NOT ALWAYS SO SUBTLE USE OF RACE PAID OFF 
WITH THE MAJORITY OF THE VOTERS NOT ONLY GETTING THE DESIRED 
MESSAGE FROM THE SCREENING OF "ROOTS" BUT ACCEPTING THE 
PLP'S ASSERTION THAT BOTH THE BDP AND THE FNM WERE BUT 
CREATURES OF THE NOW DEFUNCT WHITE CONTROLLED UBP. THEY 
CHOSE NOT TO GIVE CREDENCE TO THE OPPOSITION'S CHARGES OF 
CORRUPTION OR IF THEY DID DECIDED THAT WHAT HAD BEEN 
ACCEPTABLE FOR THE UBP WAS EQUALLY ACCEPTABLE FOR THE PLP. 

THEY ALSO DECIDED THAT HOWEVER UNSPECIFIC ITS PROPOSALS, 

THE PLP COULD BEST COPE WITH THE PROBLEMS OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
INFLATION AND DO SO IN A MANNER WHICH WOULD NOT NEGATE THE 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC GAINS ALREADY ACHIEVED. FINALLY WITH A 
DIVIDED OPPOSITION WHICH DEVOTED AS MUCH OR MORE TIME TO 
CASTIGATING EACH OTHER AS IT DID THE PLP, IT IS NOT SUR- 
PRISING THAT THE LATTER WON NOR REALLY SO SURPRISING THAT 
IT WON BIG. 

3. WITH REGARD TO THE OPPOSITION THE FNM PROVED ITSELF 
UNABLE TO PULL VOTES ON ANY ISLAND WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 

GRAND BAHAMA WHERE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS ARE MORE ACUTE AND WHOSE 
PLP REPRESENTATION IN THE LAST ASSEMBLY WAS PARTICULARLY 
INEFFECTIVE. THE FNM LEADER CECIL WALLACE- WHITFIELD 
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IS TRAILING IN HIS BID FOR A SEAT IN ABACO AND THIS 
SECOND DEFEAT FOR HIM AND TTE PARTY HE LED PARALLELS HIS 
EFFORTS IN THE 1972 ELECTION. IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT HE HAS 
THE INCLINATION FOR ANOTHER TRY AND QUITE PROBABLE THAT 
THE FNM WHICH WAS TOTALLY HIS OWN CREATION WILL NOT SURVIVE 
WITHOUT HIM. THE BDP IS THE LAST TEMNANT OF THE OLD UBP 
AND WITH EACH ELECTION IT GROWS SMALLER. IT IS UNLIKELY 
THAT ITS PRESENT LEADERSHIP HAS THE ABILITY OR IMAGINATION 
TO EXPAND ITS BASE TO ANY CONSIDERABLE 
EXTENT. INDEPENDENT 

CANDIDATES OF WHATEVER PERSUASION HAVE AN IMPOSSIBLE TASK 
OF COUNTERING PARTY MACHINERY AND THE BAHAMIAN VOTER HAS 
BEEN ONCE AGAIN LEFT WITHOUT A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE TO THE 
PLP IN THE SHORT AND LONG RUN. 

4. ALARMISTS ARE ALREADY DECRYING THE LOPSIDED PLP MAJORITY 
IN THE NEW HOUSE AND PREDICTING THAT WITHOUT THE CHECKS 
AND BALANCES AND RESTRAINING INFLUENCE OF AN EFFECTIVE 
OPPOSITION THE PLP HAS BEEN GIVEN A BLANK CHECK TO IMPLEMENT 
INNUMERABLE AND NEFARIOUS SCHEMES INCLUDING THE INTRODUCTION 
OF AN INCOME TAX AND JAMAICAN STYLED "SOCIALISM". THIS 

IS NOT CREDITABLE GIVEN THE RECORD OF THE LAST TEN YEARS 
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AND THE CASSANDRAS FAIL TO NOTE THAT THE PLP MAJORITY IN 
THE 1972 ELECTION WAS NOT THAT MUCH SMALLER THAN THIS YEAR'S. 

WE FORESEE NO MAJOR CHANGES IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S ORIENTATION 
EITHER DOMESTICALLY OR INTERNATIONALLY AND ALTHOUGH 
THEY WILL BE DEALING WITH US ON BILATERAL ISSUES WITH CON- 
SIDERABLY MORE CONFIDENCE AND PERHAPS TEMPORARY ARROGANCE ON 
THE PART OF SOME, WE EXPECT NO NEW PROBLEMS. 

5. THAT THE ELECTION WAS HELD IN SUCH A SECURE AND 
PEACEFUL ATMOSPHERE - THE FIRST ELECTION IN THE BAHAMAS 
NOT TO BE MARRED BY VIOLENCE - AND THAT SO MANY BAHAMIANS 
EXERCISED THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE - THE LOWEST PERCENTAGE OF 
VOTERS IN ANY CONSTITUENCY WAS 83 PERCENT - SPEAKS WELL 
FOR THIS YOUNG NATION'S POLITICAL MATURITY AND INCIDENTALLY 
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LENDS CRDENCE TO PRIME MINISTER PINDLING'S ASSERTION 
DURING THE CAMPAIGN THAT HE AND THE PLP HAVE GIVEN IT 
"STABILITY AND PEACE" DURING ITS FORMATIVE PERIOD. 

6. ON A FINAL NOTE I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION 
TO MY MANY COLLEAGUES - CIVILIAN AND MILITARY - SERVING 
BOTH PERMANENTLY AND TEMPORARILY THROUGHOUT THE BAHAMAS 
WHOSE DEPORTMENT DURING THIS ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN WAS 
EXEMPLARY IN EVERY WAY. WITHOUT EXCEPTION THEY MAINTAINED 
A CONSISTENTLY LOW PROFILE AND THEIR CONDUCT REFLECTS 
CREDIT ON THE ORGANIZATIONS IN WHICH THEY SERVE. 

TAYLOR 
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